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The Air Force urged.the” US ,

Court of Military Appeals yesterday

to allow the court-martial of 2nd Lt. -
(,hns_sbopher M. quke ‘tor contmue g

" “Therei3"a strong*public mterest.'_?

'in ‘the prosecution: of; this case,” Alr .

Force lawyers asserted in a 72-page
pleading filed late yesterday. afters,
noon. “The ‘petitioner: [Cooke} - has.
committed heinous acts which have -

substantxaﬂy risked the lives of all of

us R Ty | y».sg s.na_-_'r-?-( P o

Cooke 26 a former Titan missile

officer; i3 charged: with: unauthorized

visits to' the -Soviet' Embassy here-

and with passmg mformatmn to the.
Soviets: - Loy Dl G A
Portxons ot the document ‘made--
‘public did-not detail how Cooke had
risked: lives, but:the Air Force main--

.tained - that - assurances “given-to.
Conke durmtr interrogation” by - Air

Force investigators last May were’
“the result of a misunderstanding” | -

‘and should not be- he!d ‘a8 a bar to
prosecutmn S R

" The Air Force Iawyers, COP James- |

‘P. Porter and Capt. Michael " J.

Hoover, noted that ome member of -

the three-judge appealsr ‘court - had

expressed the . view at an earlier
hearing: that the charges should’ be-.
dismissed.; That- Judge suggated a.
(dismissal” was necessary to ‘ensire.
‘that similar promises. could.be. reliad
‘upon in the. futare by“thos&who e
-asked 1 to orowde— mformatmn, .as

e "i‘l .
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Cooke was.’ . i
. Such re: . o Anr Fozce lawe
yers said, “strikes us’ as. unsonnd.”

. When' Air’ Forc& mv%t:vators. gave'

».Cooke the assurances,. they “were

A uncertam whether [Cooke} had com-
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promzsed any material. at all,” the

Air Force said.

" 'The soundest avenue in thxs  case,

_ the Air Force lawyers argued, “is-to
adhere to a rule that an immunity

_ does: not, exist” unless properly au-

thorized..-
strenuously that' “what [Cooke} has

»vdone to: national sécurity” was an
eqmtable factor” in favor of proa-'

AJ"W'

d declared. “The-specifics of how and

ecutxon that the court could Iecm-—
mately consider.

“We do not think we undetstate
the facts when we say that {Cooke’s]
actions have duectly impacted. ‘on
the national security in the most se--,
rious way imaginable,” the Air Force

why will have to await oral argument
“because of its sensitive nature- and
mp-seeret classtficatxon »
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